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Planting Trees For Color 
ðJim Volgas 

Master Gardener and ISA Certified Arborist 

Trees are known to provide many benefits, environmental, ecological, 

aesthetic and even spiritual. As I write this article, we are going through 

the time of year when the aesthetic value of trees is the most dominate. 

Most fall color is provided by the physiological process of trees ñgoing to 

sleepò for the winter. The precise colors displayed are dependent upon 

many factors including the number of daylight hours, available moisture, 

soil pH, air temperature and the relative amounts of certain pigments in the 

leaves which can vary from year to year. 

Some trees that do well in the mid-

south and display exceptional color 

include; Red Maples (Acer rubra) 

especially some of the newer 

cultivars, Ginkos (Ginko biloba) with 

their beautiful yellow-gold foliage, 

and the Black Tupelo (Nyssa 

sylvatica) whose leaves may be 

yellow or red or orange depending on 

itôs mood. The Common Smoke 

Tree (Cotinus coggygria) with its 

burnt reds, yellows and purples is 

another interesting palate of colors. 

Almost breathtaking is the show put 

on by the berries of the Possumhaw or deciduous hollies (Ilex decidua) or 

the American Holly (Ilex opaca.) One of my favorite conifers is the Dawn 

Redwood (Metasequoia glyptostrobides) whose 

deciduous needles turn a beautiful reddish-

orange before dropping and because of their 

featherlike weight, remove themselves from the 

yard without raking. 

Color does not have to end when the leaves 

have fallen. Consider trees with exfoliating bark 

such as many crepe myrtles (Lagerstroemia sp.), 

the Paperbark maple (Acer griseum) and some 

of the birches (Betula sp.) While winter has still 

got us in her clutches, the Witchhazels 

(Hamamelis sp.) can tide us over until Redbuds 

 

Lagerstremia Bark 

(Cercis canadensis) followed by the Star Magnolia (Magnolia 

stellata), dogwoods (Cornus sp.) and flowering cherries do their 

thing. Other trees with beautiful blooms include the Golden 

Raintree (Koelreuteria paniculata), the Saucer Magnolia 

(Magnolia X soulangiana), and the Red Horsechestnut (Aesculus 

x carnea 'Ruby Red'). 

Strolling through public arboretums such as the Memphis 

Botanic Gardens and the Dixon Gallery and Gardens in the fall 

and early spring will expose you to many trees with beautiful 

color, plus, many of them are labeled so that you can put them 

on your shopping list. 

I canôt talk about color and trees without reminding the 

reader of a few basic maintenance rules which can better ensure 

maximum color. DO NOT PRUNE the early bloomers until after 

they have bloomed. Prune (if even necessary) others late winter 

just before time for them to break out in buds. During drought years, (2009 was not one of them), water your 

trees through the winter months often enough that the soil around the roots does not dry out completely. 

Fertilize all in the spring using a ñbalancedò fertilizer with a low-nitrogen (the first number) content until after 

they have bloomed. DO NOT Fertilize with a slow-release fertilizer after August. Mulch with a one to two 

inch layer of your favorite organic mulch, pulling it a few inches away from the trunk of the tree. 

Red Tuplo 

Red Tuplo 

Continued on back cover 

Golden Raintree 

 

REMEMBER OUR HOLIDAY POTLUCK!  

 

Tuesday, December 1 at 6:00 p.m.   Bring a guest and your favorite dish. 

Need ideas:  Call our potluck coordinator, Barbara Bounds. 

mailto:mhort.newsletter@gmail.com


Can you believe 2009 is almost over? Itôs been a 

busy year for the MHS but a productive one. We 

have had some amazing speakers due in a large part 

to the contacts made by Dale Skaggs. We had a lot of 

fun at the picnic thanks to the great cooking of Don 

Klotwag and all our members as well as the beautiful 

setting at the Memphis Botanic Garden. Our Planteae 

Plus Sale was a big success, Anne Riordan did a 

great job of picking out plants and telling us all about 

them. The flower arrangements by Donna Olswing 

were the perfect centerpiece for the table set by 

Barbara Bounds with food from our generous 

members.  

Itôs time for the Board to change also. John 

Tackett has spent the year warming up to be our new 

President and I am sure he will do a great job. Allen 

Wells will spend 2010 as Vice President. Ann 

McCormick will be stepping down as Secretary, 

Carolyn Poore will be taking on those duties. Our 

very capable Treasurer, Kennon Hampton is turning 

his books over to Don Wear who in turn will turn 

Ways and Means over to Vicki Duggins.  

Membership will be handled by Kiersten Watkins, 

Donna Stringer and Ed Sharrow who all miss Emelia 

(no last name necessary) very much. I will miss 

working with all those moving on, it has been a 

pleasure working with each and everyone.  

Been shopping lately? They started playing 

Christmas music as soon as they pulled the 

Halloween stuff! Well even if the stores started early, 

the MHS Christmas Party is right on time. That is 

6:00 pm on Tuesday, December 1, 2009. Bring a 

dish to share and a guest and join in on the fun. I 

look forward to seeing all of you there. 

Presidentôs  

Letter  

ðLorie Emens  

 

The plants in Novemberôs cut flower arrangement 

were grown in the Dixon Greenhouse and grounds. The 

design is by Donna Olswing. 

The arrangement contained: 

 Salvia leucanthus óSanta Barbaraô Mexican sage 

 Salvia coccinea óAlbaô        Texas sage 

 Antirrhinum óChicagoô   Snapdragon 

 Zinnea elegans white    Zinnia 

 Camellia óCleopatraô    Camellia 

 Dahlia spp.           Pink dahlia   

 Dendranthemum        óPheobe Spiderô Mum 

 

Thank you to everyone that brought food to the No-

vember meeting. I would love to thank each of you by 

name but your names went into my pants pocket and my 

pants went into the washer. When I took them out of the 

dryer I found a paperclip with a few bits of paper still 

attached but none of the names were readable.  

I do remember that Barbara Bounds was the book 

winner and Larry Bowlin won the floral arrangement.  

Congratulations Barbara!  

So, in the future, if you see me stick something I 

may need at some point in the future in my pocket...... 

stop me!              

 ðLorie 

Members and Friends Make Our Meetings Great!  Thank You... 

The Princeton American Elm 

Plant a Piece of History 
The Princeton American Elm 

ðBy Vance Vador 

 

Highest Resistance to Dutch Elm disease 

USDA National Arboretum Tested & approved 

Extremely Fast Growing 

Classic Vase Shape 

Dutch elm disease resistant 
 

By adding Princeton American elms to your communityôs tree palette, you are not only helping restore a lost 

piece of American history, you are helping diversify the rapidly vanishing urban and exurban forest. 

The American Elm was one of the most common shade trees prior to World War II.  The Dutch Elm disease  

a fungal infection carried by beetles, was first isolated in the Netherlands in the 1920s.  In the 1930s, the disease 

crossed the Atlantic and began infesting and devastating the American Elm in the 1930s destroying virtually all 

the American Elms. 

Although no Elms are completely immune from the Dutch Elm disease, some have proven to be resistant to 

the disease, ie they normally survive infection. 

The Princeton American Elm was first developed in 1920, ten years before the outbreak of the Dutch Elm 

disease. Interestingly, in 1932 several streets in Princeton, New Jersey were planted with the Princeton American 

Elm.  Today, almost ninety years after the streets were originally planted, over 95% of the Princeton American 

Elms from that planting have survived. 

In testing performed by the USDA National Arboretum, many varieties of elms were inoculated with severe 

doses of Dutch Elm Disease.  A few varieties did test well including ñPrincetonò, 'Independence', 'Valley Forge', 

'New Harmony' and 'Jefferson'. Another group of resistant elms are collectively known as 'American Liberty 

Elm'. 

For more information and pictures on Elms, the Dutch Elm disease and resistant varieties view Iowa State;s 

brochure at:  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/SUL4.pdf. 


